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Institutional Statement of Círculo de Empresarios 

 
EUROPEAN ELECTIONS: A BALLOT THAT REALLY MATTERS 
 

(Madrid, 20th May 2019). The forthcoming European elections, to which, as a result of 

our political timetable, we have paid insufficient attention, represent an opportunity to look 

back and reflect on how we Europeans should prepare our common future. The European 

Union (EU) has for the past 60 years been a backbone of the international liberal order, 

guaranteeing its foremost values: freedom, peace and prosperity. Buttressed by economic, 

political and institutional integration, the ideas of democracy, respect for the rule of law, the 

free market, social cohesion, solidarity and cultural diversity have together enabled the 

European continent to establish itself as one of the best places in the world for citizens to 

pursue their life projects. 

Within the economic sphere, the EU represents one of the leading socio-economic 

regions of the world. Not only have per capita incomes seen growth of 80.2% since 1980, 

the EU has also enabled the development of the Welfare State, a differentiator and 

instrument for cohesion that represents 50% of social spending worldwide, with just 7% of 

the population and 22.1% of global GDP. Moreover, the creation of a unique space for the 

free movement of goods, people, capital and services has generated new opportunities as 

well as personal benefits and advantages for businesses. 

In the specific case of Spain, joining the EU in 1986 formed a key part of the socio-

economic progress of our country, illustrated by a rise in per capita income in real terms of 

some 81.5% and increased openness to the outside world, with a rise in the export of goods 

and services from 17.4% of GDP to some 34.3% in 2018. 

Nevertheless, this economic and social progress has become blurred by the severe recession 

that we have undergone. Despite the fact that the EU has recovered to the level of wealth 

seen in 2008 and that citizens are steadily regaining their positive outlook1 concerning current 

economic trends, it is necessary to guarantee the sustainability of the Welfare State in 

the face of demographic challenges, the rise in the level of public sector borrowing and the 

changes that will be brought about by the digitalization of the labor market. Brexit, the rise 

of populism and differences between member countries in terms of the defense of 

fundamental European values, particularly within the Visegrad countries2, could negatively 

impact the future development of the European project. Added to these internal risks are 

external threats such as the reversal of  US foreign and trade policy, the growing economic 

and technological power of China, Russia’s efforts at destabilization, the geopolitical 

consequences of the failure of the “Arab Spring”, the demographic challenges posed by 

Africa, the phenomenon of “fake news” and climate change, among others.  

                                                           
1 Europeans have regained their positive outlook on the current economic situation (49%, in comparison with 38% 

negative), Eurobarometer, November 2018. 
2 Poland, Hungary, Czech Republic and Slovakia. 
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The world is in the throes of major transformations, becoming increasingly multi-polar, 

multicultural and fragmented. In this climate, the EU has not only progressively lost 

economic clout, currently representing 59.2% of global GDP, but also part of the confidence 

of European citizens in the capacity of European and national institutions to cooperate and 

reformulate the European project to respond to socio-economic challenges, recover its 

technological pre-eminence and strengthen its geopolitical position within the new global 

context. 

At a time when citizen support for the EU is improving3, the forthcoming European 

elections should represent a turning point in the construction of the union, with a new 

vision of how to make progress in terms of integration and the governance model, 

especially with regard to issues that go beyond national interest, such as immigration, defense, 

terrorism, globalization, technological transformation and climate change. In order to 

achieve this, member states need not only to recover their political will, but also design a 

common reform agenda to relaunch a social Europe, fostering productivity, innovation 

and business development to achieve sustainable, inclusive growth. For this reason it is 

necessary to define a common budget to support the development of policies for matters 

such as employment, ongoing education and training, technological innovation, energy 

and environmental transition and digital transformation, among others. The EU must, in 

turn, design a new common strategy in priority areas, including: Economic and Monetary 

Union, furthering banking, fiscal and digital integration, migration and asylum policy, the 

Schengen area, as well as security, defense and foreign policy. 

In tandem, it is necessary to achieve consensus in order to strengthen the democratic 

legitimacy of European institutions, analyzing the various proposals submitted to further 

electoral participation and strengthen public debate around the status of the EU. More 

specifically, the options presented include the proposal to unify the presidency of the 

Commission and the European Council into a single post, that of increasing the decision-

making power and accountability of the European Parliament and linking the winning 

candidate of  European Parliament elections to the presidency of the European Commission.  

Consequently, only a Europe of results that produce further progress in terms of equal 

opportunities and social cohesion and well-being will enable citizens to feel that the role 

of the institutions and defense of European values are essential in generating a new period 

of prosperity and progress that guarantee the sustainability of the Welfare State.  

Member states must prove themselves capable of bringing together their willingness and 

their endeavors towards a common goal of once again creating a period of progress and well-

being that corrects imbalances and reduces the uncertainty generated by any transformative 

period. To achieve this, it is necessary to make progress in terms of shared sovereignty 

in which member states delegate a greater proportion of their decision-making capacity to 

                                                           
3 The Spring 2019 edition of the Eurobarometer shows continued support for the EU. 68% of respondents believe that 
their countries have benefited from membership of the EU, the highest level since 1983.  
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community institutions, arriving at common solutions to both European and global 

challenges against which individual member states are evidently more fragile.  

As a think tank, the Círculo de Empresarios wishes to contribute to the debate at this 

decisive moment, to revitalize the European project and strengthen the position of 

Spain at the heart of the EU. We consider the following measures key to this: 

• Strengthen the common defense of the free market and the fundamentals of the 

single market - freedom of movement for people, goods, services and capital, in 

order to strengthen this and ensure sustainable, inclusive growth. Carry  out 

coordinated action that makes Europe a fundamental player in conserving the 

principles and updating the rules of international trade. 

• Foster a European framework for education and ongoing training to enable 

human capital to adapt to the new needs of the labor market, in particular faced with 

the opportunities opened up by digitalization. 

• Further economic integration, particularly in terms of Fiscal and Banking Union. This 

element is key to reinforcing the financial system and rekindling European 

productivity and competitiveness. 

• Chart a common strategy for the promotion and attraction of investment, 

entrepreneurship, innovation and talent, supported by a stable and efficient 

strategy suitable for the new economic climate, as well as within the financial 

sphere, particularly supporting R&D to increase competitiveness and the 

technological pre-eminence of European businesses faced with the change in the 

production model, currently led by the USA and China.  

• Design a new common agenda to face up to challenges and take advantage of 

the opportunities of digital transformation, whilst making progress in matters 

relating to cyber security and the protection of digital assets. 

• Maintain a position of leadership in the fight against climate change, 

developing coordinated, efficient energy transition that guarantees environmental 

sustainability, furthers innovation and generates employment and business 

opportunities without penalizing the competitiveness of European economies. 

• Establish a common industrial policy aimed at driving forward the leadership of 

European businesses in the technology race and in the face of the appearance of a 

new global business fabric led by China and other emerging countries.  

• Design a coordinated policy with regard to migration and the flow of refugees. 

 

Finally, and regardless of the final outcome of Brexit, in the Círculo de Empresarios we 

believe that, at this highly decisive, historic juncture and due to its economic weight, Spain 

must join the group of countries that leads the decision-making and design of the Europe 

of the future. In order to achieve this, it is essential to arrive at a consensus between the 

Spanish political parties, aimed at supporting greater European integration based on 

cooperation, solidarity and mutual, shared generosity. 


