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Juan María Nin assumes the chairmanship 
of the Círculo de Empresarios 

 
• He replaces Mr. Manuel Pérez-Sala, who has been appointed honorary chairman 

• The Círculo’s General Meeting reappoints half of its Board of Directors 

 

MARCH 19, 2024 | MADRID 

Juan María Nin Génova, to date the vice-chairman of the Círculo de Empresarios, has assumed the chairmanship 

of the business association for the coming three years. He replaces Mr. Manuel Pérez-Sala, who has been 

appointed honorary chairman by the Board of Directors. The new chairman has appointed Carmen Mateo and 

Isabel Dutilh, as new vice-chairs, with the latter also serving as legal counsel, and has renewed the terms of office 

of Ana Argelich and José María López de Letona. The post of treasurer will be occupied by Ricardo Martínez Rico. 

Upon his departure, the outgoing chairman thanked the members of the Círculo for their support, reminding them 

of the “three difficult years in which we have strived to defend the figure of business people, the importance of 

strong, independent institutions to ensure business freedom and private enterprise, proposing major structural 

reforms needed by our country and initiating consideration of how to improve the lives of future generations”. 

As part of his speech accepting the position, the new chairman acknowledged the trust placed in him and 

indicated: “The importance of the institution, which will soon celebrate its 50th anniversary, its significant role in 

the development of Spanish civil society and its continuing positive contribution as a think-tank aimed at progress 

by way of freedom and justice through collaboration with other national and international institutions, the 

government and authorities and the business world”. 

 

 

 

 

NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The Annual General Meeting of the Círculo has reappointed half of the Board of Directors, the composition being 

as follows: 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS  2024- 2027 

Honorary Chairpersons 

Mr. Carlos Espinosa de los Monteros y Bernaldo de Quirós 
Mr. Manuel Azpilicueta Ferrer 
Mr. Claudio Boada Pallerés 
Ms. Mónica de Oriol e Icaza 
Mr. Javier Vega de Seoane Azpilicueta  
Mr. John de Zulueta Greenebaum 
Mr. Manuel Pérez-Sala Gozalo 
 

Chair 

Mr. Juan María Nin Génova 
Chairman of Habitat 
 

Vice-chairs 

Ms. Ana Argelich Hesse 
Chairwoman and Managing Director of Merck Sharp & Dohme 
España 
 
Mr. José María López de Letona y Olarra 
Chairman of Invexcel Patrimonio 
 
Ms. Isabel Dutilh Carvajal 
Founding Partner of Argali Abogados 
 
Ms. Carmen Mateo Alcántara  
Chairwoman of Cariotipo Lobby & Comunicación 
 

Treasurer 

Mr. Ricardo Martínez Rico  
Executive Chairman of Equipo Económico 
 

Legal Counsel 

Ms. Isabel Dutilh Carvajal 
Founding Partner of Argali Abogados 
 

Board Members 

Mr. Carlos Abad Rico 
 
Mr. Ernesto Antolín Arribas 
Chairman of Grupo Antolín 
 
Ms. Mercedes Chalbaud Beraza  
Director of Business Development at Lanalden 
 
Ms. Emma Fernández Alonso 
Advisor 

Mr. Juan Fernández-Aceytuno Sáenz de Santamaría 
 
Mr. Luis Isasi Fernández de Boadilla 
Chairman of Santander España 
 
Ms. Ana García Fau 
Founder of Cape Harbour Advisors 
 
Ms. Cristina García-Peri Álvarez 
Director of Business Development and Strategy at Azora Capital 
 
Mr. Vicente López-Ibor Mayor 
Chairman of Ampere Power Energy  
 
Mr. Pedro J. Nieto Rodríguez 
Global Chairman of Ellies & Partners / Aglilium Worldwide 
 
Mr. Emilio Novela Berlín 
Sole Administrator of Noqca Partner 
 
Mr. Alejandro Pociña Díaz 
Chairman and CEO of Af Steelcase 
 
Ms. Victoria Plantalamor Contreras 
Vice-chairwoman and CEO of Grupo Industrial Crimidesa 
 
Mr. Jesús Prieto Marcos 
Chairman and CEO of CT Ingenieros 
 
Ms. Teresa Rasero Guerrero 
Chairwoman of Air Liquide España  
 
Ms. María Río Presa 
Managing Director of Gilead Sciences 
 
Mr. Alfredo Rodríguez Verdugo 
Chairman of Rover Grupo Empresarial 
 
Mr. Íñigo Sagardoy de Simón 
Chairman of Sagardoy Abogados 
 
Mr. Javier Targhetta Roza 
CEO of Atlantic Copper 
 
Ms. María Vila Rodríguez 
 
General Secretary 

Mr. Antonio Oporto del Olmo 
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JUAN MARÍA NIN GÉNOVA 

Juan María Nin Génova (Barcelona, 1953) is married and has four children. He graduated as a lawyer-economist 

from the Universidad de Deusto and has a Masters degree from the London School of Economics and Political 

Sciences. He has a profound understanding of the worlds of business management, finance, energy and 

International economic policy and has experience within both the public and private sector. The focus of his 

career has been the banking sector, acting as one of the authors of a number of the country’s most significant 

bank and savings bank mergers. 

He has been Vice-chair and CEO of La Caixa, Criteria and Fundación Caixa (June 2007-July 2014), CEO of Banco 

Sabadell (2002-2007) and Managing Director of Banco Santander up to 2002. He has also been involved in the 

energy sector as a member of the Boards of Directors of Cepsa, Repsol and Gas Natural, among other companies. 

Until very recently he was a member of the Board of Directors of Société Generale and is currently Chairman of 

Itínere Infraestructuras, Hábitat, Morabancand ITP Aero. He is also an Operating Partner for Corsair 

Infrastructures and the Chairman of the Global Advisory Board of Metyis. 

Since forming part of the Ministry team for European Community Relations (1978-1980), negotiating the accession 

of Spain to the Common Market, he has been a firm believer in the European project and, as former chairman of 

the Fundación Consejo España-EEUU, an expert in bilateral relations between the two countries. He is a regular 

attendee at Bilderberg, IMF, Greenmantle and other international forums and the author of books and opinion 

pieces concerning the economy and the social sciences. He is a frequent commentator in the media and author 

of the book “Por un crecimiento racional”, regarding the 2008 crisis, as well as other publications. 

He has acted on the the Board of Trustees of the Museo Guggenheim Bilbao Foundation since December 2022 

and is a trustee of the ESADE Business School Foundation and a member of the Governing board of the 

Universidad de Deusto, the Governing Board of Deusto Business School and of the Governing Council of APD. 

Among other distinctions, he has been awarded the Gran Cruz de la orden del Mérito Civil, the Cruz del Mérito 

Policial and the Keys to the City of Barcelona. 

THE CÍRCULO DE EMPRESARIOS 

Founded in 1977, the Círculo de Empresarios is a think tank in which around two hundred business people and 

senior executives from major national and multinational companies in Spain participate. Its main goals consist of 

fostering free markets and private enterprise, the acknowledgement of the social value of business people as 

creators of employment, wealth and general well-being as well as the promotion of an entrepreneurial spirit. 

Under the motto “Ideas for growth”, the Círculo promotes the growth of our economy and our businesses, 

improvements to the quality of our institutions and responsible and ethical conduct in the business world. The 

Círculo aims to contribute with its thoughts on and proposals for improvements to Spanish society, at all times 

furthering the common good. 
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