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Global Innovation Index 2021

ECONOMY

In data

Global trends in research and development
IN 2020, DESPITE THE PANDEMIC, IMPROVEMENTS WERE OBSERVED IN SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL PROGRESS INDICATORS

TOTAL GLOBAL 
INVESTMENT IN R&D 
2019

+8.5%
year-on-year

Spain in GII 2021

19th
SPAIN´S POSITION
GII EUROPE REGION

30th in GII

In 2021, Switzerland, Sweden and the US lead the global ranking and that of their regions

Short term

Scientific
publications

7.6%
2019-2020

International 
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Venture capital 
deals

5.8%
2019-2020
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10.4%
2019-2020

Long term
5.4%

2010-2020
Annual growth

5.3%
2010-2020

Annual growth

3.6%
2010-2020

Annual growth

9.7%
2010-2020

Annual growth

IN 2021, SPAIN RANKED 30TH IN THE GLOBAL GII (28TH in 2017) AND 19TH IN THE SUBINDEX FOR EUROPE (18TH in 2017)
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Source: Círculo de Empresarios based on Global 

Innovation Index 2021, WIPO
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GLOBAL BUSINESS R&D 
INVESTMENT 
2019

+7.2%
year-on-year

INCREASE IN R&D 
EXPENDITURE
COMPANIES 2020

10%
year-on-year

* According to data from companies´

financial reports

Investments in science and innovation Technological progress

GII Top 5 2021 Top 3 by regions

60% of companies investing in R&D reported an increase in
spending around 10% in 2020
% companies that increased their R&D spending according to financial 
reports
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68% transport companies and 65% travel/leisure companies have 

reduced R&D spending
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China
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China, the one with the highest increase in R&D
spending in 2019 among the top 5 investing economies
% year-on-year change 2019
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